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§ 593 residents within the boundaries 
of Draper City participated in this 
online survey

§ Interviews were collected from 
November 6-24, 2021

§ Data have been weighted to reflect 
population statistics from the U.S. 
Census to ensure that the sample is 
representative of the City as a whole, 
specifically regarding age, gender, 
and home ownership

§ Margin of error +-4.0 percentage 
points

SURVEY METHODOLOGY
S A M P L I N G ,  M O D E ,  &  M A R G I N  O F  E R R O R



1. Overall satisfaction with Draper parks and recreation facilities is high
– Draper residents are highly satisfied with the provision of parks and rec facilities, with well over 80% of respondents saying they 

are satisfied. Respondents who are very physically active are more likely to say they are satisfied with parks and rec 
opportunities in the City.

2. Respondents use Draper trails and parks/facilities often, and they like having them close by
– A majority of respondents, 55%, say they use Draper parks (or fields and rec facilities) a few times a month or more, and, 

cumulatively, around 70% respondents are using Draper parks at least once a month. Additionally, over 70% of respondents say
having parks close to them is important.

– Nearly 2/3 of respondents, 63%, say they use trails a few times a month or more, and, cumulatively, about 3/4 of respondents are 
using trails at least once a month. Most respondents, about 2/3, spent between 1 and 2 hours on trails when they use them.

3. Nearly all respondents say they are satisfied with arts and cultural events in Draper
– Nearly 80% of respondents say Draper provides an adequate amount of arts and cultural events, and respondents particularly 

enjoy the Draper Days events. That said, participation in city programs is quite low, and respondents are interested in Draper City 
offering more concerts.

4. Preserving natural space and improving recreational facilities has broad support among respondents
– In terms of future development projects, purchasing and preserving more natural open space is the potential priority area that 

has the most support (around 1 in 5 respondents allocate some portion of their hypothetical budget to this initiative).

5. Most residents are willing to support parks and recreation funding measures
– On average, respondents would be willing to pay $64 more per year in property taxes to fund parks and rec development and 

operation. Additionally, 77% of respondents are at least somewhat willing to pay a nominal annual usage fee to fund park 
maintenance and upgrades.

KEY FINDINGS



OVERALL PERCEPTIONS, 
LIFESTYLE TRENDS



A solid majority of our respondents (around 85%) say that the quality of parks and recreation opportunities in Draper is good or excellent, that the city provides an adequate 
number of parks and recreational facilities, and they are satisfied with the programs and facilities provided. Those who are very physically active are more likely to find 
Draper parks and rec to be of high quality and satisfactory than those who are not. 

OVERALL SATISFACTION WITH PARKS AND REC IS HIGH 

Q:  All things considered, how would you rate the overall quality of parks, trails, open spaces, and recreation facilities & programs in Draper City? (n = 581)
Q:  Do you agree or disagree that Draper City currently provides an adequate number of parks, recreation, open spaces, and trails opportunities? (n = 527)
Q:  How satisfied/dissatisfied are you with the overall value your household receives from parks, trails, open spaces, and recreational facilities and programs in Draper? (n = 515)

Excellent Good Average Poor Terrible

Strongly 
agree

Somewhat 
agree Neither Somewhat 

disagree
Strongly 
disagree

Those who are very 
physically active were 
more likely to say 
the overall quality of 
Draper parks and 
rec is good and say 
that they are satisfied 
with it. However, they 
were equally likely to 
say Draper provides 
an adequate 
amount.

Very 
satisfied

Somewhat 
satisfied Neither Somewhat 

dissatisfied
Very 

dissatisfied



When asked their physical activity, 54% of respondents say they are ”very” or “somewhat” active. The Draper City recreational facilities most utilized by respondents is 
trails, with 67% of respondents having used paved trails during the past year and 57% having used natural surface trails. Pools and playgrounds are also quite popular.

TRAILS, POOLS, PLAYGROUNDS MOST UTILIZED

Q: “How would you rate your own lifestyle?” (n=576) 
Q: “In the past 12 months, what types of recreation facilities, if any, have you or members of your household used or visited, whether in Draper or elsewhere? Select all that apply.” (n=527)

Recreational Facilities Used in 
Last 12 Months (top 10)Lifestyle/Physical Activity Level

Extremely/Very
physically active | Somewhat/Not 

physically active 

54% 46



By far, Draper City parks and trails are seen as most important to residents, with 72% having marked it as in their top 3 most important facilities. Public lands fall close 
behind in terms of importance, followed by churches and school programs. Only 2% of residents indicate that their recreational needs are not being met.

CITY PARKS, TRAILS MOST IMPORTANT FACILITIES

Q: ”Please rank, in order of importance, the programs and facilities your household uses to meet your leisure and recreational needs, where 1 is the most important way your needs are met.
If one or more of the options in the list does not apply to you, you do not need to drag and drop those options into the “Important to my household” box.” (n=509)

Most important 2nd most 3rd most % who marked program 
“Important to Household”
86%

75

43

41

32

43

28

25

21

10

6

“Other” responses 
included the 
following:
• Working in my 

garden
• Flight parks
• Competitive sports 

clubs 

About 2% of 
respondents

indicate that their 
recreational 

needs are not 
being met.



Purchasing and preserving more natural open space is the category in which respondents are most likely to allocate money, as well as the category that receives the 
highest average dollar allocation. Racquetball courts and skate parks are seen as lower priorities in terms of budget allocation.

PURCHASING & PRESERVING NATURAL SPACE A PRIORITY

Q: Suppose you had $100 to spend on additional parks, facilities, or trails in Draper City boundaries. How would you divide your $100 among the various projects that could be funded? You may spend the $100 all in one category or divide it up 
as you please, but the total must be $100.
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$5
$5
$5
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$3
$5
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$4
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$2
$2
$3
$2
$2
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$1
$1
$1
$1
$0
$8

Average $ amount allocated % of people who allocated >$0

TOP-TIER PRIORITIES OVERALL

Developing a new dog park is less popular overall 
(fewer than 1-in-10 residents allocated their budget 
dollars to this priority) but supporters of the idea are 
enthusiastic – $7 is the second highest average 
allocation for any one specified project on the list.

“Other” responses included the following:
• Indoor walking track
• Improved indoor pool
• More smaller trails
• Nothing



CURRENT PARK 
TRENDS, FEELINGS



The vast majority (70%) of Draper residents use Draper City parks, trails, and recreation facilities at least once a month. An even larger majority (93%) consider it at least 
somewhat important to have a public park within walking distance of their home.  

MOST RESIDENTS USE FACILITIES, WANT THEM CLOSE BY

Q: How often do you use or visit Draper City parks, fields, or recreation facilities? (n = 455)
Q: Thinking generally, in your opinion how important is it to you to have public parks within walking distance of your home (i.e. within half a mile or 10 minutes)? (n = 433)
Q: Which of the following reasons best explain why you do not use or visit Draper City parks, fields, or recreation facilities? Select up to three.  (n = 15)

Importance of having parks 
within walking distance

How often Draper residents use 
City facilities

“User conflict” was the 
#1 reason that 

respondents don’t use 
Draper facilities



Draper City Park is by far the most used facility, regarding both overall parks visited in the last 12 months, and of the parks visited the most frequently. While 58% of 
residents have visited Draper City  Park during the past 12 months, fewer than 25% of residents have visited all other parks.

DRAPER CITY PARK MOST POPULAR LOCATION

Q: In the past 12 months, which of the following Draper parks, fields, or recreation facilities, if any, have you or members of your household used or visited? Select all that apply. (n = 415) 
Q: Which Draper City park, field, or recreational facility does your household use most often? (n = 399)

Visited Most Often 
(top 10)

Total Visited – past 12 months
(top 10)



Draper Recreation Center, Fielding Hill Park, and Brickerhaven Park are the facilities most widely considered “very well maintained” by residents. Timber Ridge Park and 
Inauguration Park stand out as the facilities most in need of improvement.

TIMBER RIDGE PARK NEEDS MOST IMPROVEMENT

Q: In your opinion, how well maintained are each of these parks and facilities? (n = 407)

Most In Need of Improvement 
(top 10 most in need)

Very Well Maintained
(top 10 well-maintained)



Being close to home is by far the most important reason that Draper residents frequent their most used park. Using the trails/jogging paths is a less common, albeit 
significant reason. When it comes to improving their most frequented park, a plurality of respondents (14%) say that no improvements are needed. Among those who do see 
a need for improvement, the most common requests made include constructing pickleball courts, enhancing maintenance and atmosphere, and improving lighting.

PARKS CLOSE TO HOME ARE MOST IMPORTANT

Q: What is the most important reason that you use ______ most often? (n = 420)
Q: What improvements, if any, should be made to ______? Select up to five. (n = 399)

Why residents use their favorite park Wanted improvements

“Other” responses 
included the 
following:
• No off-leash dogs
• Add soccer goals
• More pickleball 

courts



Residents are divided about whether dogs and their owners cause conflicts in parks and trails. Among those who express concern, nearly half prefer to resolve conflicts by 
increasing enforcement/fines . Just under a third say they prefer to create more off-leash dog areas and dedicated dog parks.

RESIDENTS WANT TO INCREASE FINES FOR DOG USERS

Q: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dogs and/or their owners often cause conflicts with other users in Draper parks and open spaces. (n = 427)
Q: How would you most prefer Draper City to resolve the conflicts between dogs and/or their owners and other park and open space users? (n = 162)

Solutions for resolving 
dog/owner conflict

Strongly 
agree

Somewhat 
agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Somewhat 
disagree

Strongly 
disagree

“Dogs and their owners cause conflict with other 
users in Draper parks and open spaces”



TRAILS



The majority (63%) of Draper residents use City trails a few times a month or more. Only 5% never use or visit City trails. Among those who do use City trails, the vast 
majority of residents spend 1-2 hours on the trails per visit, and only 12% typically spend less than per visit. 

MOST RESIDENTS USE TRAILS REGULARLY

Q: How often do you or members of your household use trails in Draper City? (n = 521)
Q: How long do you typically spend on the trails per visit? (n = 498)

Frequency of trail use Length of visit to trails

Residents between the 
ages of 45-64, those 
with children, and 
those who are highly 
active are much more 
likely to use trails 
frequently than other 
groups



Nearly all Draper City residents (95%) say it is at least somewhat important to have a trail within walking distance of their home. 

MOST RESIDENTS WANT TRAILS CLOSE BY

Q: Thinking more generally, in your opinion how important is it to have public trails within walking distance of your home (i.e. within half a mile or 10 minutes)? (n = 479)

Extremely 
important

Very     
important

Somewhat 
important

Not very 
important

Not at all 
important

How important it is for Draper residents to have a trail within walking distance of their home



Draper City Paved Trails is by far the most visited trail system in Draper City, utilized by 60% of residents. Corner Canyon Multi-use Trails are also quite popular. By 
comparison, the Mehraban Wetlands Trails are the least popular of the City trails, utilized by only 6% of residents.  

DRAPER CITY PAVED TRAILS MOST VISITED TRAILS

Q: In the past 12 months, which Draper City trails have you or members of your household used or visited? Select all that apply. (n = 479)

Trails that Draper residents have visited in the last 12 months
33%

13%
5%
4%
7%
5%
7%
5%
4%

1%
5%

3%
1%
3%

3%
1%

0%

% who chose trail as their favorite



Draper residents consider the majority of Draper trails very well maintained. Little Valley Instructional trail is considered the most well-maintained. Mehraban Wetlands 
Trails are considered the trails most in need of improvement.

MOST TRAILS CONSIDERED VERY WELL MAINTAINED

Q: In your opinion, how well maintained are each of these trails? (n = 464)

Very well maintained Mostly well maintained Needs improvement

Trail maintenance levels



A plurality of Draper residents use their favorite trail because it is close to home. Another significant proportion of residents use their favorite trail for recreational biking 
and walking/jogging. In terms of improving Draper trails, residents most commonly want more dog trails, restrooms, and paved trails.   

RESIDENTS PREFER TRAILS THAT ARE CLOSE TO HOME

Q: What is the most important reason why you use ___________ most often? (n = 474)
Q: Which, if any, of the following improvements should be made to trails and trailheads in Draper City? Select up to three. (n = 443)

Why residents use their favorite trail Desired Improvements



Residents are generally satisfied with the number of natural surface, one-way bike trails in the City and express the greatest interest in increasing the number of  paved 
trails and natural surface multi-use trails in the City. Residents also express interest in having trails designated for specifically hikers rather than sharing trails with bikers.

RESIDENTS WANT MORE PAVED & MULTI-USE TRAILS

Q: Please indicate whether you would like Draper to increase the number of each of the following types of trails in the city, or if you think the current number of each type of trails is sufficient. (n = 448)

Draper needs more 
of these trails

Draper has enough 
of these trails

“People/hiking only 
trails, versus bikes and 
hikers. Sometimes 
bikes don’t wish to 
share the trail and it’s 
nice to hike without 
bikes in the trail.”

What other trails would Draper 
residents like to see more of?

“Please do not build 
mtn biking trails with 
features and then call 
them multi use trails! 
This is so dangerous for 
hikers. We need single 
use trails."

“Paved trails in natural 
areas that people in 
wheelchairs can use.”

“More off leash dog 
parks with walking or 
biking trails.”

Respondent attitudes towards types of trails



Just over half of Draper residents agree that the various groups of trail users often conflict with one another. Among those who express concern, the majority prefer to 
solve this problem by creating separate, designated trails for the different user groups. Another common, albeit less popular solution would be to limit specific trail uses to 
certain days. 

RESIDENTS WANT SEPARATE TRAILS FOR DIFFERENT USES

Q: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Various user groups (e.g., cyclists, runners/joggers, walkers/hikers, equestrian users, dogs/their owners) on Draper open space trails often 
conflict with one another. (n = 457)
Q: How would you most prefer Draper to resolve the conflicts between trail user groups? (n = 223)

“Various user groups on Draper open space 
trails often cause conflict with one another”

Solutions for resolving various 
user group conflict

Strongly 
agree

Somewhat 
agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Somewhat 
disagree

Strongly 
disagree



ARTS & RECREATION
PROGRAMS



The overwhelming majority of respondents (almost 80%) said the city provides an appropriate number of arts and cultural events. Only 18% said there were “not enough” 
and 4% said their were “too many.” Recent move-ins and older residents are more likely to say there are not enough arts and cultural events.

MOST ARE CONTENT WITH ARTS & CULTURAL EVENTS

Q: ” Which of the following best describes your opinion about arts and cultural events in Draper?” (n=408)

There are not enough arts and 
cultural events in Draper

There is an appropriate number of 
arts and cultural events in Draper

There are too many arts and 
cultural events in Draper

Recent move-ins (5 years or less) are more 
likely to say there are not enough arts and 
cultural events in Draper than those who have 
lived in Draper more than 5 years

Older residents are also more likely to say 
there are not enough arts and cultural events in 
Draper than younger residents



When asked which Draper City arts and cultural events respondents had participated in in the last 3 years, over half said they have participated in the Draper Days Concert 
and Fireworks. The Draper Days Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony are also commonly attended. Sports tournaments, and races are among the least popular events.

DRAPER DAYS EVENTS ARE MOST POPULAR OVERALL

Q: Which, if any, of the following Draper arts and cultural events have you or members of your household participated in or attended in the past 36 months? Select all that apply. 
(n=340)

Top 10 Draper Arts and Cultural 
Events (past 3 years)

Bottom 10 Draper Arts and 
Cultural Events (past 3 years)



Overall, participation in formal Draper City recreation programs is very low. 82% of residents say that no one in their household has participated in adult programs and 60%
say no one in their household participated in youth recreation programs. Of the programs offered, Junior Jazz and Youth soccer are by far the most popular offerings. 

LOW PARTICIPATION IN DRAPER RECREATION PROGRAMS

Q: “In the past 36 months, which of the following Draper City adult or all ages recreation programs, if any, have members of your household participated in? Select all that apply.” (n=393)
Q: “In the past 36 months, which of the following Draper City youth recreation programs, if any, have members of your household participated in? Select all that apply.” (n=407)

Adult Recreation Programs Youth Recreation Programs

82%
of respondents did 
not participate in 
adult recreation 
programs in Draper 
in the past 3 years.

60%
of respondents did 
not participate in 
youth recreation 
programs in Draper 
in the past 3 years.



Among respondents who said they have not used a recreation facility in the past three years, a plurality report that having ”more convenient program times” would be the 
most likely way to encourage them participate. Other likely ways to increase participation include providing more appealing activities, and higher quality programs.

SCHEDULING BIGGEST BARRIER TO PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

Q: “Which, if any, of the following offerings or improvements would be most likely to encourage you or members of your household to participate in sports or recreation programs in 
Draper? Select up to three.” (n=331, *DISPLAYED ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PARTICIPATED IN A DRAPER RECREATION PROGRAM IN THE PAST 3 YEARS)

Improvements to encourage *respondents to 
participate in sports or recreation programs

22%
of this group said 
they would not 
participate under 
any circumstances.



When asked about other recreational activities they participate in, residents mention activities such as skiing, tennis, and pickleball (and a need for more tennis and 
pickleball courts) among other things. In terms of their interest of programs not currently offered in Draper, additional concerts, festivals, and food truck events were 
mentioned by a plurality of respondents. 

RESPONDENTS WANT TO SEE MORE CONCERTS IN DRAPER

Q: “What recreational activities, facilities, or programs do you use or participate in besides those previously mentioned, if any (including any outside of Draper)?” (n=210)
Q: “What programs or events would you be interested in participating in that are not currently offered by Draper City?” (n=135)

Other recreational activities, facilities, 
or programs participated in:

Interest in programs currently 
not offered by Draper City



When asked about indoor facilities they or members of their household would use, a plurality of Draper residents express interest in using an indoor running/walking track. 
An almost equal proportion say they would make use of a multi-purpose gymnasium. Few individuals express interest in using an indoor turf field or game room.

RESIDENTS WOULD USE INDOOR TRACK, GYMNASIUM

Q: If Draper City were to build an indoor recreation facility, which of the following offerings would you or members of your household use? Select all that apply.

Potential recreation center offerings Draper residents would use



FUNDING PARKS & 
RECREATION PRIORITIES



The vast majority of respondents (77%) say they are at least somewhat willing to pay a monthly $5 use fee to fund maintenance and upgrades to existing facilities. Twenty-
five percent say they are “very willing.” Households with children, and middle-aged and senior respondents are more likely to say they are willing to pay the use fee.

MAJORITY WILLING TO PAY MONTHLY $5 USE FEE

Q: “Please indicate how willing you would be to pay a monthly usage fee of $5 that would fund maintenance and upgrades to existing parks, facilities, and trails in Draper.” (n=391)

Extremely 
willing

Very willing Somewhat 
willing

Not very 
willing

Not at all 
willing

% Extremely + Very willing to pay use fee 

Sex Men 48%
Women 41

Age range 18-34 44
35-44 44
45-54 49
55-64 41
65+ 62

Household Has children 47
No children 34

Physical 
activity

Very active 50
Not very 
active 41



Nearly a third (30%) of Draper residents suggest they would be more likely to support a bond for recreational facilities than any other potential amenity or funding 
category, though 18% indicate that would be their last choice. In terms of total support, funding for open space, trails, and parks are all popular options while funding for 
arts and cultural programs is much less popular. Forty-two percent of residents say they would be least likely to support a bond for funding arts and cultural programs.

FACILITIES, OPEN SPACE, OR TRAILS BOND TO RECEIVE MOST SUPPORT

Q: If a bond were issued and property taxes were to be increased, which of the following would you be MOST likely to support? Which would you be LEAST likely to support? Select one response for each column. (n = 283)
Q: If a bond were issued and property taxes were to be increased, which of the following would you be likely to support? Select all that apply. (n = 387)

Likelihood of supporting a potential bond

Least likely Most likely

Overall potential bond support

35%

35%

44%

40%

25%

Trails funding is the 
most supported 
potential bond 
category overall, 
though it is not the 
category with the most 
enthusiastic base–a 
bond that includes 
funding for 
recreational facilities 
AND trails appears to 
be a likely coalition for 
success and resident 
satisfaction.



On average, respondents would be willing to pay $64 more per year in property taxes to fund parks and recreation development and operation. Men, middle-aged 
respondents and those with children in their household are willing to pay more than average by a few dollars per year.

OLDER RESIDENTS, PARENTS MORE WILLING TO PAY

Q: “What is the maximum amount of additional annual property taxes you would be willing to pay to fund the development and operations of the types of parks, trails, open space, and recreation 
facilities that are most important to you and members of your household?” (n=365)
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$3
$5
$4
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$4
$4
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$3
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$1
$1
$1
$1
$0
$8

Amount extra willing to pay per year

Sex Men $63.80
Women $56.90

Age range 18-34 $22.90
35-44 $68.60
45-54 $72.70
55-64 $52.30
65+ $42.10

Household Has children $66.70
No children $51.60

Physical 
activity

Very active $63.40
Not very 
active

$54.10

$ $ $ $ $

On average, 
respondents reported 
being willing to pay 
about $64.10 more 
per year in property 
taxes to fund parks 
and rec. development 
and operations.

Avg. amount by various demographic factors
Average: $64.10
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FUNDING PARKS & 
RECREATION PRIORITIES



SAMPLE COMPOSITION



DEMOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTIONS

Male
45%

Female
50%

Gender Age Range

Time lived in Draper City

No
50% Yes

50%

Has Children in Household

N = 540

N = 593N = 580

N = 549
Non-binary 1%
Prefer not to say 4

Census
Estimate

Men 51%

Women 49

Census
Estimate

18-34 30%

35-44 24

45-54 21

55-64 13

65+ 11

Yes
62%

No
62%



DEMOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTIONS CONT.

93%

Household Type Income
N = 346N = 387

Census
Estimate

Own 80%

Rent/other 20

7%

Own | Rent/Other



DEMOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTIONS CONT.
Recreational Sport/Other Activities (Adults)

N = 538


